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COMMITTEE REPORTS 
INTERESTING HLGH SCHOOL STUDENTS I N  T H E  PRACTICE OF PHARMACY. 

B Y  CLYDE I,. EDDY. 

Chairman, Committee on Education and Legislation, New York Branch of the American Pharma- 
ceutical Association. 

Beginning in July 1923, the forty-five colleges of pharmacy now holding membership in 
the American Conference of Pharmaceutical Faculties will admit only high school graduates to  
their courses and, after 1925, a minimum course of three years of collegiate study will be required 
for graduation. Also, beginning in July 1923, the National Association of Boards of Pharmacy, 
including practically every pharmacy board in the United States, will put into effect a uniform 
requirement admitting only high school graduates t o  their examinations. Fifteen States now 
require both high school and college graduation and others will have similar requirements within 
a few years. 

Pharmacy is rapidly taking its place among the professions 
and it is conceivable that the pharmacist of but a few years hence will be on the same professional 
footing as his medical confrere. Conditions within the profession are becoming more and more 
attractive to  men who have had long periods of collegiate and technical training. There are 
opportunities for the pharmacy student now which did not exist five or ten years ago. The pres- 
ent need is for more well-equipped young men and young women to  take advantage of the oppor- 
tunities that are offered. We need more “raw material” and, since that “raw material”,must 
come from the high schools, we are confronted with the problem of interesting high school students 
in the practice of pharmacy. 

Quick to see that the enforcement of prerequisite requirements might result in a s h o a g e  
of apprentices in the profession and eager to  prepare against such a contingency, the American 
Conference of Pharmaceutical Faculties is now seeking ways and means of best placing before 

And this is but the beginning. 
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high school students the advantages of pharmacy as a profession. A committee of the Con- 
ference has outlined a number of methods of accomplishing this and has called upon various 
pharmaceutical organizations for further suggestions. A letter from this committee, addressed 
to  the New York Branch of the American Pharmaceutical Association, was recently handed to 
the Branch committee on education and legislation for consideration and action. 

The committee, feeling that no one is better qualified to  suggest such ways and means 
than the principals in charge of high schools, wrote letters to  the principals of many of the local 
schools outlining something of the new status of pharmacy; the requirements for entering the 
profession; and the opportunities open for the high school student. They were asked what means 
they would suggest for reaching the students and the replies were prompt and significant. For 
instance, there is quoted below a letter from the vocational counselor of one of the largest high 
schools in the United States, a letter which indicates that the possibilities of pharmacy are little 
understood outside of the profession and that whatever information may be given to  the high 
schools will not fall on barren ground. The letter follows: 

“Your letter was most welcome. I believe that many of our students would be interested 
in pharmacy, if information could be given them in a simple, concise form. Would it be pos- 
sible to prepare for distribution among our academic students, a folder which would state not 
only the advantages of pharmacy as a vocation, but also the kind and amount of preparation 
needed, the expense of such preparation, the schools where such preparation may be made, and 
the requirements of the Board of Regents? 

“I should be thankful to you for any literature which would help to present this matter 
to the student.” 

Other letters of like tenor were received, almost every principal addressed showing a keen 
interest in the idea and suggesting one or more means of reaching the students. It is not neces- 
sary to  publish the replies in full and perhaps the following summary will best indicate the meth- 
ods of approach suggested by the several principals. 

Have neat, four or eight page bulletins printed setting forth the advantages, 
requirements and opportunities in pharmacy and have these pamphlets distributed 
to high school students. 

2. Distribute suitable pamphlets, bulletins or letters among high school teachers 
and ask them to call the subject matter to  the attention of their students. 

3. Many high schools publish weekly or monthly papers or journals and short, 
concise articles concerning pharmacy would find ready acceptance in the columns of 
such publications. 

There are in most high schools regular assembly periods when talks could be 
delivered by competent persons, professors in nearby pharmacy colleges for instance, 
setting forth the requirements, etc., of students entering pharmacy. 

These, then, would be the principal methods of approach and the bulletins, pamphlets, 
articles and talks should set forth clearly and concisely the present status of pharmacy; the re- 
quirement, for entrance; the cost of attending pharmacy colleges; and the opportunities open 
to  pharmacy graduates in analytical and manufacturing laboratories, hospitals, the Army and 
Navy, the retail field, etc., etc. 

High school pr ncipals and vocational counselors apparently are anxious to  cooperate- 
the problem would seem to be not so much the method of approach as the much more mundane 
one of getting the propaganda work accomplished. State pharmaceutical associations should 
publish and distribute the necessary bulletins and pamphlets and the American Conference of 
Pharmaceutical Faculties should prepare a series of short articles for publication in the high 
school papers (this body might also furnish “copy” for the bulletins to  be prepared by the State 
associations). 

Finally. the member Colleges of the Conference should get in touch with local high schools 
and be prepared to furnish speakers ror assembly periods. 

The matter of securing more young men and women in the profession is an important one 
and one which should have the careful consideration of all pharmaceutical organizations during 
the ensuing spring and summer. 
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